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How to Choose the 
RIGHT SPLINT 
FOR 
YOUR PET

Pet splints are designed to protect and support 
a pet’s lower leg while they heal from injury. 

Splints help to stabilize the injured limb and 
prevent movement around the injury, while 
supporting the pet’s leg in a normal walking 
position, allowing for weight to be put on the 
weakened limb as the pet recovers.

Injuries to a pet’s lower legs frequently need to 
be splinted or braced. Pet splints are modeled 
after human splints, to support the lower leg, 
ankle, and foot injuries. The first step in choosing 
the right splint is: Determine where the injury is 
located. Does it affect the front or rear paw, 
carpal or hock joint?



Bootie Splint
For injuries where 
support under the 
paw is needed,
such as:

Bootie Splint

· Knuckling
· Toe injuries

For injuries where 
support under the 
paw is needed,
such as:

· Knuckling
· Toe injuries

Carpal Splint
For injuries where
 support around the 
carpal (wrist) joint is 
needed, such as:

· Carpal
hyperextension

· Carpal joint
instabilities

· Osteoarthritis of
carpal joint

· So� tissue injuries

Hock Splint
For injuries where 
support around
the hock joint is 
needed, such as:

· Tarsal
hyperextension

· Tarsal joint
instabilities

· Osteoarthritis
of tarsal  joint

· So� tissue injuries

Tarsal
joint
(Hock)

Front Splint
For injuries where stability and support of lower 
front limb is needed (carpal and paw),
such as: 

· Neurological conditions
(causing knuckling)

· Carpal joint
instabilities

· Polyarthritis

· So� tissue
injuries

Rear Splint
For injuries where stability and support of lower 
rear limb is needed (hock and paw),
such as: 

· Neurological conditions
causing knuckling of paw.

· Tarsal joint
instabilities

· Polyarthritis

· So� tissue
injuries

Rear Spint

Front leg

WHERE DOES IT HURT?

Rear leg

First identify where the dog’s injury is: 
front or rear paw, carpal, or hock? Carpal

Hock
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The Bootie Splint

A shorter splint, that 
runs under the paw. 
This splint will work 
on either front or back 
paw injuries, to protect 
paws from knuckling or 
support toe injuries.

Dragging paws or knuck-
ling can cause scraping 
injuries as well do damage 
to a dog’s toenails. The 
bootie splint will help 
to keep a paw in the 
correct position and 
protect it from these 
types of injuries.

The Walkin’ Fit Adjustable Splint

The most versatile of all available pet 
splints. This splint adjusts to provide 
customized support with complete 
lower leg stability. Each adjustable 
splint features both an adjustable angle 
and width. 

The angle of the splint can be 
adjusted to accommodate either a 
dog’s front or back leg. The splint’s 
width can be increased if a pet’s 
joints are swollen from arthritis or 
injury or to accommodate a 
bandaged limb.

SPLINTS FOR 
FRONT 
OR BACK LEGS

Jake

Otis

Frea

Mary

Normal
paw

Paw that is
knuckling
under



Measuring Your Dog’s Leg

Every dog’s leg is shaped differently. For the 
pet splint to fit comfortably and provide the 
proper support you must measure your 
dog’s leg prior to ordering.

Knee

A

A B

B

A

A

B

B

Midpoint

Hock

Elbow

Midpoint

Carpal

Measure from end 
of longest toenail to 
mid point between 
carpal joint (wrist) 
and elbow.

Measure from the 
end of longest 
toenail to the center 
of the carpal joint 
(wrist)

Measure from end
of longest toenail to 
mid point between 
hock and knee.

Measure from the 
end of longest 
toenail to top of 
hock.

Front

Rear

Paw width

Jake

Loki
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Hock Splint

The Hock Splint is 
designed to support 
the hock joint and 
provide tarsal support 
in the rear leg.
Ideal for hyper 
extension and joint 
tendon issues in 
the hind legs.

Rear Splint

The Rear Splint is 
designed to extend 
above the hock and 
completely under 
the paw, to provide 
full support to the 
lower rear leg.

PET SPLINTS 
FOR BACK LEGS



Continued on Page 6 5

After visiting your Vet to have their injured leg 
checked you need to keep a close eye on them. 
Most likely this is the first time your pet has ever 
worn anything on their foot or leg, so that sensation 
is completely foreign to them. If your dog can reach their leg, they may attempt to 
bite, chew, or pull on their splint. Covering the splint with the All-Weather Boot 
may help to protect against unwanted chewing and help keep the splint dry.

1. Regularly Check Your Pet’s Splint 
If you are taking a splint off and on for a bandage 
change, it’s easy to over tighten the splint when 
you put it back on. In a properly adjusted splint, 
you should be able to comfortably slide your finger 
under each strap. To avoid over tightening start at 
the bottom strap, followed by the top strap before 
attaching any straps. Working your way up or down 
may cause each strap to get progressively tighter 
as you go. A too tight splint can cause swelling, 
so remember to check your dog’s paws regularly. 
If you see swelling contact your Vet immediately. 

CARING FOR A PET 
WITH AN INJURED LEG

Just like dogs, cats will limp when their 
leg hurts, but most cats will not walk on a 
broken leg. It will likely take two people to 
examine your cat’s injury. If there are signs 
of swelling, pain or anything feels unusual 
you need to see your Vet right away. Bro-
ken or injured feline limbs may be splinted 
or braced. Due to their size and build cats 
typically need a smaller splint than a dog. 
Most cats will fit into a size XXSmall Splint, 
although some larger cats may require 
an XSmall. 

CAT LEG SPLINTS 
AND INJURIES

Joey



3. Let Your Pet’s Leg Breathe

Splints provide an easy way to provide daily wound 
therapy to your cat or dog’s injured legs. It’s import-
ant to remember that your dog’s splint should be 
removed at bedtime and for at least an hour during 
the day to allow the foot to breathe. To continue 
to support your dog’s leg while not wearing their 
splint either the Hock Hugger or Wrist Hugger offer 
light, breathable support to the leg joint.

2. Customize the Fit

Every pet’s leg is shaped differently. You may see 
gaps or rub points in various places, you can cus-
tomize the fit of your dog’s splint by adding memo-
ry foam to these areas for added comfort and sup-
port. Adhesive backed foam can even be layered 
on itself to build up areas of the splint, like under 
the paw, to accommodate a unique shaped leg 
or unusual paw position. Another option is select-
ing an adjustable splint that can be fit to the exact 
width and angle your pet needs. Which allows for 
a customized fit without the custom price tag.

Foam

Continued on Page 7
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Chance

Edger Allen Pup

When introducing a new splint to 
a pet, it’s important to start slowly. 
Positive reinforcement methods, 
using praise, treats, or toys should 
always be used in association with 
the splint. The splint will initially 
make the pet walk “funny” or maybe 
not want to walk at all. Using pos-
itive reinforcement to encourage 
walking is always the best approach.

HOW TO INTRODUCE 
A SPLINT TO YOUR PET

CARING FOR A PET WITH AN INJURED LEG (Continued)
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DAY THREE: 
If your pet is still having a hard time, contin-
ue with the short 10-15 minute sessions, as 
described in Day One. If the pet seems to be 
walking a little better than in Day Two and 
is getting used to the splint, then it’s time to 
increase session length again.

Place splint on for 30-60 minutes at a time, 
then remove. Try these sessions 3 to 4 times 
during Day Three. Once again, look for any 
signs of discomfort, and respond accordingly.

ONGOING: 
Once the pet is able to comfortably wear the 
splint for 4 hours or more in the day, and no 
areas of rubbing or irritation are present, it’s all 
right to increase wear time to almost a full day, 
if needed. If you are unsure how long the splint 
should be worn based on your dog’s medical 
condition, it’s always best to consult with your 
veterinarian.

HOW TO INTRODUCE 
A SPLINT TO YOUR PET (Continued)

DAY ONE: 
Place splint on pet for 10-15 minutes at a time, 
then remove. Try these short sessions 3 to 4 
times during Day One.

Once the splint is removed, look for any areas of 
irritation or rubbing on the pet’s skin that may 
have been caused by the splint. If you notice an 
area of rubbing, please consult one of our cus-
tomer service representatives for fitting assistance 
and your veterinarian with any medical concerns.

Remember that every pet is different; it may 
take pets longer than a few days to get used 
to the splint, and that’s OK. It’s more im-
portant to make sure the pet is comfortable 
with the splint and the fit is correct than to 
rush the process. Continue with these short 
sessions until your dog adjusts. If you are 
concerned that the fit isn’t correct, please 
contact our customer service department or 
consult with your veterinarian.

DAY TWO: 
If your pet is having a hard time adjusting to 
wearing the splint, continue with the short 
10-15 minute sessions, as described in Day 
One. If your pet seems to be walking a little 
better and is getting used to the splint, then 
it’s time to increase the session length a bit.

Place splint on for 15-30 minutes at a time, 
then remove. Try these sessions 3 to 4 times 
during Day Two. Again, look for any signs of 
discomfort, and respond accordingly.

Roxxy

Wren

Sally


